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Broads Authority Sustainable Development Fund: Annual Report 2007- 2008
Report by Sustainable Development Fund Administrator 
	Summary:
This report summarises the activities of the Sustainable Development Fund over the past year and proposes the appointment of an additional member to the panel.

Recommendation:
That the report be noted.


1.
2007/08 was a busy year for the Sustainable Development Fund (SDF).  The SDF Panel met five times during the year and considered 35 applications, 27 of which were approved.  Seventeen grants totalling £118,578 were issued (see attached list for details).  Two of these were approved in 2006/07 and 15 in 2007/08; 14 projects have been funded in 2008/09.
2.
In late 2007 SDF published its ‘Bright ideas wanted’ leaflet.  This was distributed via information centres, libraries, local authorities and parish councils and it helped generate a flush of 16 applications in January and March 2008.  However we still find that the most eligible applications - and the most successful - are those which evolve following detailed discussion between SDF and the applicant.

3.
Two 2007/08 projects warrant special mention: the Sustainable Tourism Podcasts produced by VisitNorfolk, and our funding of two specially adapted sailing dinghies for Waveney Sailability.  The former is, we believe, a ‘first’ for a member of the national parks family.  There are eight podcasts, each one covering a different aspect of Broads tourism, and they can be listened to via the Broads Authority website (www.broads-authority.gov.uk/visiting/visiting-podcasts.html).  Each podcast is introduced by Richard Daniels (‘Look East’ and ‘Home Planet’) and each lasts about eight minutes.

4.
The two Access dinghies are the second and third we have funded for Waveney Sailability and it was a Panel visit to Oulton Broad on a wet day last October to see the first, Tom Breezer’, which sowed the seed.  Waveney Sailability provides sailing experience for a growing membership of people with disabilities.  Seeing them cheerfully queuing up in the rain for a sail prompted the Panel to suggest that the club apply for another grant.  ‘Bishybarnybee’ and ‘Whirlygig’ were formally presented to Waveney Sailability by John Packman earlier this month and all three boats are being put to good use.
5.
Of the remaining 15 projects funded in 2007/08, four address issues of social inclusion, four promote sustainable tourism, two are concerned with renewable forms of energy and two come under the heading of Learning for Sustainability (LfS).  In addition to supporting Waveney Sailability we also funded a community youth project for Suffolk Wildlife Trust involving Looked After Children; a second bursary scheme for the Cormorants’ autumn cruise; and further facilities for the disabled at Fairhaven Gardens.  The sustainable tourism projects were ‘Eco-Boat’ market research; the 2007 Green Boat Show (now a self-funding annual event); an award-winning leaflet promoting rail travel to RSPB reserves in the Yare Valley; and a book of walks produced by the Stalham with Happing Partnership.

6.
Two Broads schools received grants for renewables: Martham Primary for the relocation of a small wind turbine and Reedham Primary for a solar array to heat their new swimming pool.  Both projects are linked to the LfS syllabus, a theme also shared by last November’s LfS seminar at Whitlingham and ‘Energy Futures’, a pilot programme for Broads secondary schools.  The two remaining projects are less easily classified but equally important: they were the funding for Broads Reed and Sedge Cutters Association of a reed cutting machine for the first graduates of the HLF Bursary Scheme, and a carbon audit of the Broads hire fleet.  
7.
So far in 2008/09 the Panel has met once - in July.  Five new applications were considered, four of which were accepted.  Two of these projects have already been funded, bringing the number of grants issued this year to 15 and their total value to £131,253 (see attached list for details).   Our next funding round is in early October and we have already received applications totalling nearly £75,000.   One of these concerns the further advancement of ‘Eco-Boat’.  SDF has already supported this project with grants totalling £44,000 and we have also earmarked a further £75,000 for prototype development. 
8.
This brings raises the number of grants awarded since SDF began to 120, the total amount of funding distributed to nearly £970,000 - an average of just over £8,000 per project - and the total value of the projects concerned to £4.9 million.  In October we hope to make this £1 million and £5 million!
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Appendix:
APPENDIX 1 – Projects funded 2007/08

APPENDIX 1

BROADS AUTHORITY SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FUND

PROJECTS FUNDED IN 2007 - 2008

	Ref.
	Project
	Applicant
	Grant 
	Status

	BA.92
	Reedcutting equipment for HLF Bursary Scheme Graduates
	Broads Reed and Sedge Cutters Association
	£3,278
	Complete

	BA.93
	Sensory Experience
	Fairhaven Garden Trust
	£4,000
	Due to complete in October 

	BA.94
	Cormorants Bursary Scheme 2
	The Cormorants
	£500
	Complete 



	BA.95
	Explore the Yare Valley by Train on Sundays leaflet
	The National Trust/ Widen the Choice Rural Transport Partnership)
	£676
	Complete 

	BA.96
	Sustainable Tourism Podcasts
	Norfolk Tourism
	£9,000
	Complete

	BA.97
	Water to Land Walks
	Stalham with Happing Partnership
	£2,150
	Complete

	BA.98
	Carlton Marshes Community Youth Project 
	Suffolk Wildlife Trust
	£7,287
	Complete

	BA.99
	Green Boat Show 2007
	The Broads Society
	£1,575
	Complete

	BA.100
	Whitlingham Learning for Sustainability Seminar
	Whitlingham Charitable Trust
	£6,331
	Complete

	BA.102
	Energy Futures - an Energy Education Pilot Programme for Broads Secondary Schools
	Norfolk County Council/National Trust
	£14,320
	Due to complete in September 

	BA.104
	The Eco-Boat Project: Market Research
	Anglia Boatbuilders’ Association
	£25,000
	Complete, final report awaited

	BA.105
	Repair and re-siting of wind generator
	Martham Primary School
	£490
	Due to complete in September 

	BA.107
	Waveney Sailability 2008
	Waveney Sailability
	£9,250
	Boats delivered; due to complete March 2009

	BA.108
	Replacement of NSSA  Wayfarer Fleet
	Norfolk Schools Sailing Association
	£15,224
	Boats delivered; due to complete March 2009

	BA.109
	Sustainable Rowing Project
	Beccles Rowing Club
	£8,497
	Boats delivered; due to complete in October

	BA.110
	Carbon Audit of the Broads Hire Fleet
	Broads Hire Boat Federation
	£3,000
	Due to complete in September 

	BA.112
	Reedham School Swimming Pool
	Reedham School Supporters Fund
	£8,000
	Now due to complete in late 2009

	
	
	
	£118,578
	


Brief details of all these projects may be found by going to:  www.broads-authority.gov.uk/authority/what-we-do/sustainable-development-fund/projects-supported/projects-so-far.html
BROADS AUTHORITY SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FUND

PROJECTS FUNDED OR ABOUT TO BE FUNDED IN 2008 - 2009

	Ref.
	Project
	Applicant
	Grant 
	Status

	BA.101
	Care Farming in the Broads: Phase 1 - Fact-finding visits 
	Waveney Mow & Grow
	£2,900
	Due to complete in October 

	BA.103
	New Victory Hall - Ground Source Heat Pump
	Victory Hall
	£19,000
	Due to complete  September 2009

	BA.106
	Business start-up grant for new Reedcutters 
	Paul Eldridge and Rowan Nichols
	£2,136
	Due to complete in April 2009

	BA.111
	Happing Bag for Life
	Stalham with Happing Partnership
	£1,000
	Due to complete in April 2009

	BA.113
	A Day in the Broads
	VisitNorwich
	£750
	Due to complete in September 

	BA.114
	Sustainable Grounds Development for Broads Secondary Schools - Pilot Project
	Landscaping for Biodiversity/The Hewett School
	£7,840
	Due to complete in August 2009

	BA.115
	Carbon Audit of the Broads - Phase 1: Scoping Study
	Broads Authority
	£5,900
	CRed report received and under review

	BA.116
	Broads Sustainable Lifestyle Road Shows


	 Low Carbon Britain
	£25,000
	Curtailed due to poor attendances.  Report awaited

	BA.117
	Whitlingham Outdoor Education Centre Canoes
	Norfolk County Council Children’s Services
	£7,265
	Due to complete in October 2008

	BA.118
	YMCA Training at Whitlingham
	 YMCA Training
	£10,605
	Due to complete in March 2009

	BA.119
	Energy Tools for Secondary Schools
	Norfolk County Council Children’s Services
	£7,603
	Due to be funded in September 2008

	BA.120
	Climate Change Challenge: Visit to the Centre for Alternative Technology
	Eastern Region Gifted & Talented Partnership
	£2,500
	Complete, report awaited 

	BA.121
	Establishment of the Three Rivers Way Association


	 The Three Rivers Way Association
	£1,000
	Due to complete in June 2009

	BA.122
	Suffolk Energy Busters


	Suffolk County Council/ National Trust


	£7,754
	Due to complete in June 2009

	BA.123
	Flegg High School Biomass Project
	Flegg High School
	£30,000
	Due to complete in March 2010

	
	
	
	£131,253
	


Brief details of all these projects may be found by going to:  www.broads-authority.gov.uk/authority/what-we-do/sustainable-development-fund/projects-supported/2008--2009.html
PROJECTS APPROVED SUBJECT TO MATCH FUNDING BEING RAISED 

	Ref.
	Project
	Applicant
	Grant 
	Status

	SDF.170
	Sustainable Bungay - Phases 1 & 2
	Sustainable Bungay
	£5,687
	Awaiting confirmation of match funding

	SDF.171
	Carbon Neutral Workshops for Broads Schoolchildren

	Nutmeg Puppet Co. Ltd
	£6,081
	Awaiting confirmation of match funding

	
	
	
	£11,768
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